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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA IN AND FOR PASCO COUNTY
CASE NO.: 2023-CF-000562

DIVISION: CIRCUIT CRIMINAL

STATE OF FLORIDA,

Plaintiff

WILLIAM CLIFTON,

Defendant

DEPONENT: DANIEL ZWEIFEL
DATE : MAY 29, 2024

REPORTER: TIFFANY REED
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APPEARANCES

ON BEHALEF OF THE PLAINTIFF, STATE OF FLORIDA:

Bryan Sarabia, Esquire

Office of Bruce Bartlett, State Attorney

Post Office Box 17500
Clearwater, Florida
Telephone No.: (727) 847-8158

E-mail: eservice@flsa6.gov

ON BEHALFEF OF THE DEFENDANT, WILLIAM CLIFTON:

James Falls, Esquire

Metcalf Falls Criminal Defense Attorneys, P.A.

2011 West Cleveland Street
Suite A

Tampa, Florida 33606
Telephone No.: (813) 258-4800

E-mail: jJames@hillsboroughdefense.com
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STIPULATION

The deposition of DANIEL ZWEIFEL was taken at the STATE
ATTORNEY OFFICE NEW PORT RICHEY, 7530 LITTLE ROAD, NEW
PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA 34654, on WEDNESDAY the 29TH day of
MAY 2024 at 2:29 p.m. (ET); said deposition was taken
pursuant to the FLORIDA Rules of Civil Procedure. It 1is
agreed that TIFFANY REED, being a Notary Public and
Court Reporter for the State of FLORIDA, may swear the

witness.
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PROCEEDINGS

THE REPORTER: We are now on the record. Will
all parties, except for the witness, please state
your appearance and how your attendings, starting
with Plaintiff's counsel?

MR. SABARIA: Bryan Sarabia for the State.

MR. FALLS: James Falls for the defendant.

THE REPORTER: Thank you. Mr. Zweifel, will
you please state your full name for the record?

THE WITNESS: Daniel Rudd Zweifel.

THE REPORTER: And will you please raise your
right hand for me?

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the
testimony you're about to give will be the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

THE WITNESS: Yes. 1 do.

THE REPORTER: Thank you. You all may begin.

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. FALLS:

Q. All right. Good afternoon. My name's James
Falls. I represent the defendant in this case. We're
present here for a deposition today, 23-CF-562.

Could you please state your name and spell it?

A, Daniel Rudd Zweifel, D-A-N-I-E-L, R-U-D-D,

-W-E-1-F-E-L.
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Q. All right. Mr. Zweifel, have you ever given

your testimony in a deposition prior to today?

A. For this case?

Q. No. For any other matter? Have you ever
participated --

A. Yes.

Q -- in a deposition before?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. As it relates to the deposition here

today, as you can tell, there's a court reporter present
who's responsible for taking down the testimony
questions/answers. And if there is a time where you
respond with a nonverbal answer, like, shaking your head
or nodding it, although you and I both know what that
means, it may not get captured correctly. So I would
just ask that your answers are out loud. As it relates
to uh-huh and uh-uh, those also don't always get
captured correctly, so I would just ask you to rephrase
your answer. Otherwise, if there is anything that I ask
you that confuses you and you need me to rephrase it,
please just let me know.

A. Okay.

Q. If there is anything that you simply do not
remember, please just say you don't remember. If there

is anything that you do not know, either because you
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didn't see it, didn't hear it, didn't observe it, please
just let us know. We would prefer you not to take
guesses or stabs at answers that you're not confident
in.

Otherwise, do you have any questions for me
before I start with my questions?

A. I do not. I understand.

Q. Cool. All right. Taking you back to February
9, 2023, do you recall where you were located in the
evening time of that day?

A. I do.

Q. Okay. And where was it?

A. In the front of Mike Krnjaich's yard, right
near the sidewalk by the tree that's in the part between
the sidewalk and the street.

Q. Okay. And as it relates to you being there,
were you there with anyone else?

A. Yes.

Q. And who were you with?

A. Mike, Will Adams, Sarah Connolly, Amanda
Krnjaich, their two children, my one daughter. That's
who I remember.

Q. Okay. And as the evening progressed, is there

anything that occurred that was out of the normal?

A, Yes.
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Q. What?

A. A gentleman pulled a gun on us.

Q. Okay. Taking you back to the very beginning
of the interactions with that gentleman, how did he

arrive to where you were located?

A. In his car.

Q. And do you recall the make, model, or color of
that car?

A. It's a dark-colored Volvo, four-door, sedan.

Q. Okay. And as it relates to how that car got
there, obviously it drove, but anything else draw you to
that car arriving on scene?

A. No. Nothing out of the ordinary.

Q. When it arrived, where did it stop, if it did
stop?

A. The car stopped, maybe, 20 to 25 feet before
passing us.

Q. Okay. And when the car stopped, where were
you looking or what direction were you facing?

A. I was still facing the street, possibly the
driveway. I -- I don't remember exactly which way I was
facing.

Q. Okay. And once the vehicle stopped, what

happened next?

A. Gentleman got out of the car. He was cursing
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at us and threatening us with various words, and he
walked over to the speed bump that we had placed in the
road on the opposite side of the street and began to
toss it away.

Q. Okay. And as it relates to the vehicle's
positioning, was it stopped in the appropriate lane of
travel?

A. I suppose so, yeah.

Q. Okay. And just to kind of --

MR. SABARIA: Sorry.
MR. FALLS: No worries.
BY MR. FALLS:

Q. To narrow that down, how many lanes of travel
were available?

A. Oh, it would've just been -- the oncoming

traffic lane was still available.

Q. Okay.
A. So one, to answer your question.
Q. So he was not parked in the -- on the wrong

side of the road?

A. No.

Q. All right. When the individual gets out of
the vehicle, did you notice anybody else with him?

A, I did not.

Q. And do you recall what he was wearing on that
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day?

A. I -- I remember Jjeans. I remember a hat, a T-
shirt. I -- I don't remember -- I think sunglasses, but
I'm not going to guess.

Q. Okay. And when you indicated that words and
curses were being used, do you recall anything that was
said?

A. Uh-huh. I mean, I couldn't quote it, but I
remember what it was being said, vyes.

Q. Okay. And what was that?

A. "You can't put this out here. These things
are fucking illegal. You guys should all be kicked out
of here," or something like that. Yeah. "You can't do
this shit in our neighborhood," or --

Q. Okay.

A. -- whatever.

Q. And as it relates to the speed bumps, were
they plastic, portable speed bumps?

A. Yes.,

Q. All right. And when you indicated that he
walked to the opposite lane of travel, what happened
next?

A. As I said, he grabbed the speed bump, began to
throw it. Mike, who was one of the people I mentioned

was out there, approached him.
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I think Mike said, "Don't throw my stuff."

Gentleman said, "But you can't f-ing and have
this out here."

Mike pushed him. Gentleman took about a step-
and-a-half back and pulled a gun on everyone.

Q. Okay. As it relates to the statements that
you just indicated were exchanged between Mike and the
individual that drew the firearm, do you recall anything
else that was said during that interaction?

A. By who?

Q. If anything, by anybody?

A. Nothing that I could quote.

Q. Okay. And then as it relates to this
interaction, where were you positioned?

A. If memory serves me, I was positioned about

two steps behind where Will Adams was. He was more next

to the tree.
Q. Okay.
A. I was probably two steps back, maybe one or

two steps to the -- to the left, if we're facing the
street. I was basically behind the tree. A tree was
here, Will was here, and I was right here, because we
were chatting.

Q. Okay. So I'm going to try and put those

descriptions into words. You said the tree was --
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A. The tree would've been probably maybe two
paces to my -- in front of me --

Q. Okay.

A. -— to the left. Will would've been maybe two
paces or so 1n front of me to the right.

Q. Okay. So both Will Adams and the tree are in
front of you, if your back is facing the home and your
front is facing the road?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay. Now, if you were to be positioned
completely straight with your back facing the home and
your front facing the tree, followed by the road,
followed by the next home across the street,
positionally which direction was your body facing? Was

it exactly as I just described, or were you turned to

the left --
A. I --
Q. -- turned to the right?
A. I don't remember.
Q. Okay.
A. I -- I was facing the street.
Q. Okay.
A. I don't remember.
Q. And as it relates to the distance between

yourself, and Mr. Krnjaich, and the speed bumps, and --
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where that incident was taking place, do you know how
far away you were?

A. Within 25 to 30 feet.

Q. Okay. And as it starts to unfold, you
described Mr. Krnjaich pushing the individual that drew
the firearm?

A. Yes.

Q. And the individual that drew the firearm took
a step-and-a-half or so back?

A. I'm guessing.

Q. Okay.

A. Yeah. Maybe two steps.

Q. As it relates to the firearm being drawn
specifically, do you recall where the firearm was drawn
from?

A. As -- I believe 1t was his right side.

Q. Okay. And do you recall whether it was right
front, right hip, right back?

A. I don't remember.

Q. Okay. And do you recall which hand he used to
draw the firearm?

A. I believe 1t was his right hand.

Q. And do you recall which hand he used holding
the firearm?

A, I believe it was both.
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Q. Okay. Do you recall what color the firearm
was?
I do not.

Do you recall what type of firearm it was?

> 10

No.
Q. Okay. So if -- are you familiar with the
difference between a pistol and a rifle?
A. Yes.
Do you recall whether it was a pistol --
It was a pistol.
-- or a rifle?
It was a handgun.
Okay.
Yes. I'm sorry. I didn't --

No. That's okay.

>0 o 0 ¢ 10 0

-- let you finish the question.

Q. And then as it relates to the different
subsets of handguns, do you recall whether it was a
revolver or a semi-automatic pistol?

A. Semi-automatic, I believe.

Q. Okay. And when you say you believe, can you

be more specific?

A. I -- semi-automatic. I -- I didn't hold it.
Q. Okay.
A. I don't know exactly its capabilities.
“§ MILESTONE | REPORTING COMPANY o DRLANDO. FL 32801
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Q. And I guess, if you were looking at a revolver
and a semi-automatic pistol, would you be able to tell
the difference?

A. Yes.

Q. Just by simply looking at them?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Taking you back to February 9, 2023,
when the firearm got pulled, do you recall whether it

was a revolver or a semi-automatic pistol?

A. Semi-automatic.

Q. Got it. And --

A, It was —-

Q. -- and once the firearm was drawn, what

happened next?

A. Once it was drawn, Mike, I -- I mean, ran
away. Everyone was concerned to protect the children.

We didn't know what this person was doing and why they
were doing 1t. The gentleman said something. I -- I --
I don't remember what.

Q. Okay.

A. Try -— I -- I would try to remember. I
remember all of us scrambling to try to make sure that -
- or they were -- Mike was scrambling with Amanda to try
to get the kids away. My daughter had gone over to my

house to get her bike because she wanted to ride her
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bike with the other children --

Q. Okay.

A. -- so0 she was over there. I knew she wasn't
in the line of fire. And then the gentleman who had the
gun began pointing it at each one of us.

Q. Okay. And as it relates to what occurred when

you said Mike scrambled, what did that actually look

like?
A, He ran away.
Q. Okay.
A, He ran -- I -- I -- I don't remember which

direction he ran. I know he ran away from the person
with the gun, ran over towards his driveway, and then
ran to get one of his boys while Amanda got the other
boy to get the -- try to get them to safety before
anyone got hurt.

Q. Okay. And when that was occurring, what were

you looking at?

A. I was frozen.

Q. Okay.

A. I was staring at the person with the gun.

Q. Okay. And in which direction was the firearm

pointed at when Mr. Krnjaich scrambled?
A. It tracked him until he was far enough away,

and then it tracked over to all of us individually.
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Q. Okay. And describe that with words, if you
can, what that looked like from your point of view?

A. I was staring directly at the person with the
gun as he was directly locked on me, looking at the end
of his gun, not knowing what was going to happen. I --
I suppose he -- I shouldn't guess. He must have
realized I wasn't in any way approaching. So he tracked

everyone else in the crowd --

Q. Okay.

A. -- with his weapon. Pointed it directly at
them.

Q. And who were the other individuals that were

in that crowd with you?

A. Sarah Connolly, Will Adams, myself. That's --
that's who I remember.

Q. Okay. And --

A. I believe at that time, Mike and Amanda had
retreated to get the kids to safety.

Q. All right. And as it relates to the sequence
of who the firearm was pointed at, do you recall that
sequence?

A. Like, who he pointed at first?

Q. Uh-huh. Yes.

A. I mean, Mike, obviously, was first. I -- 1

don't recall if he went to Will and then me, and then
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Sarah. I -- I don't -- I don't remember.

Q. All right. And as it relates to Sarah's
positioning, would Sarah have been off to your left or
to your right?

A. I believe she was to my right, more -- closer
to the driveway on the sidewalk.

Q. Okay. And you indicated that Mr. Adams was a
couple paces in front of you, a bit to the right?

A. To my right, vyes.

Q. Okay. Do you know where Mr. Adams would have
been located positionally in reference to Ms. Connolly?
Meaning was she so far right that Mr. Adams would've
been to her left in front of her so that Mr. Adams was
splitting you and Ms. Connolly?

A. I -- I remember -- T don't remember exactly
where she was directionally =--

Q. Okay.

A. I -- 1 -- T believe she was to my right, maybe
three or four paces, probably somewhere in the middle,
if you will, between Will and myself. So just in front
of -- and maybe one step in front of me, three or four
to the right. That's the best I can remember.

Q. Okay. And as it relates to the time in which
the firearm was drawn, are you able to tell me how long

the firearm was out?
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How long it was out?

Yes.

= © B

No.

Q. Okay. Are you able to say whether it was
seconds or minutes?

A. I -- I can tell you it felt like a lot longer

than it probably was. My guess would be in the seconds

category --
Q. Okay.
A. -- up to a minute.

Q. Okay. And what happened after the firearm was
pointed in your direction?

A. Are you asking after it was pointed at me
specifically or after -- because I don't -- I don't
recall 1f it was pointed at me first, Will, Sarah. I --

I don't -- I don't remember that part.

Q Okay.

A. So after i1t was drawn at us?

Q. Yes.

A At -- at one -- at some point, the -- the man

got back in his car. Mr. Clifton got back in his car. I
-- I don't know what he did with the firearm. I don't

know 1f he re-holstered it. I -- I don't remember that
part. He sat in his car for a while, and then he drove

down, you know, two houses and took a left up the next
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street. Berrypick is the name of the road. And I know
he sat up there and waited for law enforcement to show
up.

Q. Okay. And as it relates to the next thing
that you did, what did you do?

A. After he left, drove away?

Q. I guess, specifically, at a point in time, you
indicated that he got back in his car. Did you do
anything from the time frame of the firearm being
pointed at you until he got into his wvehicle?

A. No. Nothing --

Okay.
-- I'm aware of.

Okay.

>0 P 0

I -- I was pretty much in shock.

Q. And once he got into the vehicle, did you do
anything?

A. I don't remember doing anything. No.

Q. Okay.

A. Other than possibly retreating back towards
the house, but I -- I don't remember. I'd have to watch
the video again.

Q. Okay. And then at any point in time, did you
return home? Did you go inside the Krnjaich's home?

What happened next for you?
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A. At any point in time that night? Yes.

Q. Okay. After he got into his vehicle short --
or shortly thereafter, do you recall what you did?

A. I believe we -- we were on Mike and Amanda's
front porch, waiting -- also waiting for police.

Q. Okay. Did you call 911°?
A. I did not.

Q. Why not?

A. Because Mike did.

Q. Okay.

A. And I -- I -- I believe the -- Mr. Clifton
called, as well.

Q. Okay. Why do you believe that?

A. I think he said he was going to --

Q. Okay.

A. -— 1f T remember correctly.

Q. Other than a statement made by him about
calling the police and then the other statements that
you've talked about today, do you recall him making any
other statements during that incident?

A. Do I remember anything he said during the
incident?

Q. At all?

A. I —- I -- 1 stated earlier, I think, some of

the things I remembered --
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Right.

-- right?

Q

A

Q. Other than those?
A I - I --no. I don't recall if he said more.
Q Okay. Did you say anything?

A I think I said, "Did you really pull a gun on

us and the kids?"

Q. Okay.

A. Like, "What are you doing?"

Q. Anything other than that?

A. No.

Q. Did anyone else make a statement, that you can
recall?

A. No. I don't remember.

Q. Okay. Once you're on the porch, did you stay
on the Krnjaich's porch until law enforcement arrived?

A. Certainly.

Q. And then once law enforcement arrived, did you
speak with law enforcement and provide a statement?

A. Yes.

Q. And the statement that you provided, was it
verbal and written?

A. I know I did a handwritten one.

Q. Okay. In relation to your home and the

incident, is your home in eyesight of the incident that
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occurred?
A. Yes.
Q. Does your home have surveillance footage or a

doorbell camera?
A. Yes.

Q. And did it capture any of the incident on that

day?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Did law enforcement ask to view the
footage?

A, I -- T don't remember. It -- my cameras

wouldn't have seen 1it.

Q. Okay.

A They're not pointing in the right direction.

Q. Okay.

A I -- they -- I think they did ask, and I said,
"No, my doorbell has a wall where it's installed that
would block it from seeing that side of the road. And
the camera I have by the garage 1s" -- "is my driveway
and front yard."

Q. Okay. And during the incident, or as it's
unfolding, do you recall an individual by the name of

Jamie Connolly exiting the home?

A. Yeah.
Q. And at what point in time do you recall Jamie
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Connolly exiting their home?

A. It was right -- I believe, it was as
Mr. Clifton was, kind of, leaving the driveway, getting
back to his car. But I don't know that I could say with
certainty.

Q. Okay. And just a point of clarification, you
indicated that Mr. Clifton was leaving the driveway. Did
he walk to someone's driveway?

A. No. This took place right in the front of Mr.
Connolly's driveway.

Q. Okay. So in the front of Mr. Connolly's
driveway, but in the street?

A. I believe when he was with the firearm, he at
least had one foot on Mr. Connolly's driveway.

Q. Okay. And at that point, was Mr. Connolly
still in his home, or had he exited at that time?

A. At which point?

Q. That he had one foot in his driveway?

A. When he had the gun pulled, mister -- Jamie
was 1inside. Mr. Connolly was inside.

Q. Okay. And then at the point in time that he
did come outside, do you recall where Mr. Clifton was
with the firearm?

A. No. Not with certainty. No.

Q. Okay. As it relates to the law enforcement
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arrival, did you speak to Mr. Adams, or Ms. Connolly, or
Mr. Krnjaich, or Ms. Krnjaich about the incident prior
to law enforcement arriving?

A. Yeah.

Q. And what did that conversation sound like?

A. "I" -- "I" -- "I can't believe that just
happened. Oh, my God. He just pulled a gun," because
we were playing with our kids outside. "How could this

possibly happen in our neighborhood?" We were all in --

in -- in shock. I mean, that was -- that was terror- --
that was -- that was terrifying.
Q. As it relates to your confidence level in that

firearm specifically being aimed at you, how confident

are you?
A, Very.
Q. And what gives you that confidence?
A. I store down the barrel of the gun.
Q. Okay. Once law enforcement arrive and you

provided a statement, did you have any other
interactions with the investigation on law enforcement
side?

A. Could you be more specific?

Q. Did you speak to multiple law enforcement
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officers that night? Did you speak to them on a
different day? Did you have any other participation in
their investigation?

A. I -- I -- I spoke to one officer that night
who asked me to give my statement. There were other
officers present who asked questions that I -- I
answered. Since that day, I -- I mean, we've had -- I
don't -- I don't think I've spoken with other officers
since then.

Q. Okay. As it relates to your testimony here
today, did you speak to Ms. Connolly or Mr. Adams about

the depositions?

A. We shared what time we all had our
depositions.

Q. Okay.

A. Yeah.

Q. And did you discuss what your potential
testimony might be today with anybody else?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Did anyone discuss what their potential
testimony might be with you?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Now that we've had time to ask you
questions and you've answered questions, is there

anything in your memory that's been jogged or anything
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that you want to add, as it relates to any of the
questions I've asked you today?

A. Not at this time.

Q. Okay. If I may just have a moment.

Did you take any photographs or record any

video footage of the incident?

A, No -- yes.

Q. What was that?

A. I took two pictures of his car, one of the
front and one of the license plate.

Q. Okay. Anything other than those two
photographs?

A. No.

Q. Oh, did you hear anything about the
conversation as it relates to Mr. Clifton and 9117

A. No.

Q. But you did hear him make mention of something
of the sort about calling 9117

A. I believe so. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Were you privy to the 911 call that was
placed from Mr. Krnjaich?

A. No. I don't -- I don't think so.

Q. Okay. So I guess I asked that in a weird way.
Was -- did Mr. Krnjaich call 911 in your presence?

A. Yes.
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Q. And do you recall anything that was said when
he made that 911 call?

A. I -— I couldn't quote it.

Q. Okay. Are there any other details that you
believe are important that you have not provided today
because I have not asked you the right question?

A. No.

Q. Anything that you believe I have misstated or
misquoted in any way?

A. I don't think so.

Q. Okay. Anything that you want to change about

your testimony --

A. Nope.
Q. -- before we go off record?
A. Nope.

MR. FALLS: That's all I got for you.

THE WITNESS: Okay.

MR. SABARTA: No questions.

MR. FALLS: All right. So now you have the
opportunity to read or waive. Read means that you
go to the transcriptionist's office when they are
transcribing it and putting it on record and you
would get to make comments about your testimony, 1if
you believe they're misquoting you or something of

that nature. You'd have to go to their office to
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make that happen.

Waiving means I'm not going to do that, which
ultimately does not mean that you would never get to
read it again, because you would, if given a
transcript, but you just would not be able to make
comments on record about what you believe the errors
were 1in their transcription.

THE WITNESS: Can I ask you why -- what I --

MR. SABARIA: It is up to you. Basically, you
trust that she's going to take down everything
accurate.

THE WITNESS: She's an independent court
reporter, right?

MR. SABARIA: Yeah.

THE WITNESS: Yeah. I trust -- I wailve.

THE REPORTER: And then do you want to hold off
on ordering?

MR. FALLS: Yeah. Thank you.

(DEPOSITION CONCLUDED AT 2:56 P.M. ET)
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CCERTIFICATE OF OATH

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF ORANGE
I, the undersigned, certify that the witness in the
foregoing transcript personally appeared before me and

was duly sworn.

Tdentification: Produced Identification

TIFFANY REED

Court Reporter, Notary Public
State of Florida

Commission Expires: 11/07/2027

Commission Number: HH 4623057727
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CERTIFICATE

STATE OF FLORIDA)

COUNTY OF ORANGE)

I, TIFFANY REED, Court Reporter and Notary Public
for the State of Florida at Large, do hereby certify
that I was authorized to and did report the foregoing
proceeding, and that said transcript is a true record of

the said proceeding.

I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not of counsel for,
related to, or employed by any of the parties or
attorneys involved herein, nor am I financially

interested 1n said action.

Submitted on: June 20, 2024

TIFFANY REED

Court Reporter, Notary Public
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