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INDEX TO PROCEEDTINGS

Witness or Proceedings

JAMES CONNOLLY
Direct Examination by Mr. Falls
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P-R-0O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

(Whereupon, the witness was duly sworn.)

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. FALLS:

Q All right, good afternoon. Could you please
state your name and spell it?

A James Keith Connolly, J-A-M-E-S, K-E-I-T-H,
C-0-N-N-O-L-L-Y.

Q All right, Mr. Connolly, thank you for coming
today.

Have you given your testimony in a deposition
before?

A No, this is the first time.

Q Okay, so just to kind of lay the framework for
you everything that is being asked and answered and
generally spoken about, anything that is being uttered is
being reported and taken down by the court reporter that
we have present.

In addition we have got the assistant state
attorney, Mr. Brian Sarabia who is alsc present and
ultimately I will be asking you gquestions and then
Mr. Sarabia will have the opportunity to ask you questions
if he would like because this is being recorded even
though T may be able to see you and see you shaking your

head we still would need a verbal answer from you so if
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there is ever a time where I am seeing you answer with a
head nod or head shake I'll just ask for you to verbalize
that.

In addition to things like uh-huh or uh-huh,
even though you and T both know what it means, it actually
gets recorded in the same way on paper so I would just ask
you for a yes or no answer.

Also my goal is not to have you guessing at
anything so 1f there 1is ever a time where you don't
rememper or you just simply don't know, please feel free
to just say that and also my goal is not to confuse you
even if sometimes I can ask questions in a very confusing
way so please just tell me that you don't understand
something or ask me to rephrase something. I am more than
happy to do so. I'm not trying to trick you or mislead
you in any way and then before we get started do you have
any questions about any of that?

A No, sir.

Q Okay, great, so as 1t relates to your testimony
today this is going to be in reference to the State of
Florida versus William Clifton and I am the defense
attorney that represents Mr. Clifton and specifically
there was an incident that occurred on February ninth,
2023; do you recall that date?

A Yes, I do.
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Q As it stands on that date in particular, where
were you residing, what was your home address?

A The same one that I am in now which is 3285
Barbour Trail, Odessa, Florida.

0 And is B-A-R-B-0-U-R?

A Yes, it is.

Q All right and your last name is Connolly. Are
you married?

A Yes.

0 And your spouse is that Sara Connolly, S-A-R-A?

A Yes, it is.

Q Now taking you back to February ninth of 2023,
you had indicated that you recall that date. Generally
why do you recall that date?

A Well, I can recall that date because of course
it was an incident that was going to probably get
remembered a lot in our families of course, I was, I was
at the event at the very end when it was wrapping up and
of course again I think my wife and a few neighbors had
gone to several court appearances.

Q Okay. So speaking about things you are going to
remember in your household and things of that nature, have
you had the opportunity to speak with your wife Sara
Connolly about the incident?

A Yes, I have.
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0 And as it relates to that in a little bit I will
probably ask you kind of what those discussions looked
like and what information you were able to learn from your
wife but more particularly as 1s it relates to your
testimony today and your deposition, did you discuss that
with anybody before today?

A I did not.

Q Does anybody know that you're giving your
deposition and testimony in this matter today?

A Yes, my wife sure does, probably my kids and now
my business partner.

0 And as it relates to your wife, did she offer
you any advice or provide you with any information leading
you to this deposition?

A No, she did not.

Q Now you had mentioned that you had occasion to
speak with your wife about the incident. Could you tell
me what she told you not necessarily what you know
personally about the incident but more so just what she
told you about it?

MR. SARABIA: I would caution you. There is a
spousal privilege that he can invoke.

THE WITNESS: First of all I don't recall really
any information, it was a long time ago. I feel like

T would be grasping at bits and pieces and I just
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don't know that it would be accurate.
BY MR. FALLS:

Q Okay, now as it relates to anybody else involved
in the incident, do you know the name William Adams?

A Yes, I do.

Q And do you know the name Daniel Z-W-E-E-I-F-E-L

Zweeifel?

A Yes, I do.
Q How do you know them?
A Just again they are neighbors, passing, you

know, um, sometimes there's events on the street that we
hang out so just neighbors and friends.

0 Okay, and in reference to William Adams, did you
on any occasion discuss the incident that we are here for
today with him?

A No, I did not.

0 And as it relates to Daniel Zweeifel, did you
discuss the incident that we are here for today with
Mr. Zweeifel?

A No, I did not.

Q And other than your spouse, did you discuss the
incident here today with anybody?

A Um, my business partner just right now before I
left, we have a restaurant opening in a couple of days so

we are getting ready to open so just to let him know I was
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going to be absent for what we're doing today. I told him
that and I was on this deposition.

0 Then there's two other names that I need to ask
whether or not recognize. It 1s Michael and Amanda and

last name is K-R-N-J-A-T-C-H, do you know either of them?

A Yes, I do. They were my neighbors across the
street.
0 You know both of them?

A Yes, I do.

0 And in reference to the incident of February
ninth, 2023, did you speak to either of them in reference
to the incident?

A No, I did not.

Q So leading up to the February ninth, 2023, did
you know an individual by the name of William Clifton?

A I don't know who that is.

Q Okay, and as it stands today do you know an
individual by the name of William Clifton?

A Just because his name i1s on this deposition I
received or this subpoena, sorry.

Q Okay. And if you were to see him today would
you know him or recognize him?

A No, I don't think so, no.

o) And February ninth, 2023, you indicated that you

caught the back end of something and I know I am
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misquoting you but can you tell me what you did see on
February ninth, 20237

A Yes, sure, so our garage door was open so I was
coming outside the garage door entrance so not the front
door so coming out there just to come find my wife and
when I came out, you know, I had no idea what was going
on, um, the person that you referenced earlier William
said, abort, abort that's what he yelled at me and again,
I had no idea what that meant and 1t didn't really change
my actions, um, I walked towards the vehicle in question
here and then across the street over to Mike and Amanda's,
they let me know what was going on. I went inside. I
kind of played the distraction with the kids as then the
officers started showing up and started taking statements.

0 Okay breaking that down a little bit you
indicated that a person that I had mentioned earlier by
the name William had said abort, abort. Is that William
Adams?

A Yes, William Adams, yes.

0 When you heard that, did you have any idea what
that was in reference or what that meant?

A No, I had no idea. Everybody was kind of hiding
behind trees and stuff so --

Q So walk me through what you saw when you exited

your garage entry way door leading to your garage and then
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I guess what would your view have been?

A Sure, there wasn't anything obstructing my view.
I saw a vehicle parked pretty much right in front of our
driveway and a man standing there but I don't know what, I
don't recall what he did or was doing or not doing or
anything like that but he was standing there and again,
everybody was scattered and, um, yeah, I walked across the
street and they told me what was going on.

Q And at the time that you walked out of your
garage door entry, do you know what time that would have
been?

A I do not. I do not recall.

Q Is there any way on which you could determine
what time you exited your garage door? For instance some
people have security, home security phone apps that would
be able to tell them your garage door was open at this
time was on February ninth, 2023, do you have the ability
to access that type of information?

A Um, no, I do not. Maybe at that time but ours
didn't have a recording feature so I'm not, I actually
don't know if I would have been able to tell since I
didn't have the recording activated which I have since
gotten since this incident.

Q Follow up guestion to that. Did you have a

sensor of any sort on your garage door that would then
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relay to a security app to show what time that garage door
was opened or closed?

A It was already opened.

Q Okay. So the door leading into the home how
about that door?

A It doesn't have a sensor, no. We don't have the
alarm system.

Q Okay, so looking back as it stands today there
would be no way to ascertain what time you opened the door
to your home?

A That's correct, yes.

Q When you walked out you had an unobstructed view
and you saw a man in a car. What kind of car did you see?

A I don't recall, have no idea.

0 And the man that you saw how would you describe
if you can describe anything he was wearing?

A Again zero memory of that, sorry.

Q Do you see a firearm?

A I did not.

0 When you had the view of this man, would you

have had the ability to see a firearm?

A Um, if he was holding it?
0 Correct?
A I'm not sure. I don't know if he was turned

sideways to me or not so I don't know.
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Q The reason I ask that gquestion is because the
follow-up gquestion or the question that could have been
most helpful that I should have asked was he holding a
firearm when you exited your home?

A No, I did not see a firearm.

Q Okay, and when you walked towards the sidewalk
and walked down your driveway and went to walk across the
street to join your neighbors, did you keep an eye on that
man-?

A No, I did not, I didn't have a reason to.

Q Was he inside or outside of his vehicle when you
exited your home?

A Yeah, I think that's the one question I just, I
don't know. I want to know that answer. I just don't
know so 1f you had asked me maybe a year ago it has been a
while, sorry.

Q Sure, no problem and then once you got across
the street, do you have any idea what that man did?

A No.

0 Then once you got across the street, did you
speak with your neighbors?

A Yes, I did.

Q What did they inform you?

A They said there was to use your term, you know,

incident where, um, they had placed out speed bumps, you
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know, as we had done before, you know, we're on a —-- and I
am sure you know all this but I'll repeat it but we're on
a long street so cars can get up to a faster speed so we
have had to put out speed bumps to protect of course the
kids.

There was a speed bump out there that, um, I
think it was Mike's that was put out there. He came up to
this speed bump, got out of his car, grabbed it, threw it.
Mike went over to him, confronted him, pushed him, and
then he pulled out a gun at some point after that and
started to waive 1t at, you know, the area so --

Q And you recall who told you this information?

A Um, I would say the first recollection, the
first person that told me that information would have been
either Mike or Amanda, I don't know which one.

Q Okay, when you say Michael or Amanda, you are
referencing Krnjaich which is the last name that I
previously spelled?

A Correct, I don't know how to pronounce their
last name yeah, that sounds right.

Q K-R-N-J-A-TI-C-H?

A Yeah, vyeah.

0 Okay, now when we're talking about the
specifics, do you recall as a part of that conversation

whether or not you were told if the firearm was being
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pointed or aimed at anybody?

A I don't recall that. I just -- it was, the best
I can describe is it was pointed in multiple directions
but I don't know if, I couldn't tell you 1if somebody said
it was pointed at one person or not, no.

0 Okay, and is that inability to tell me that
because that is something that was not told to you or is
that something that you have a lack of memory of?

A Lack of memory.

0 And other than what you referenced about when
you had been told in that incident, or in that instance on
February ninth, did you gain any other information about
this?

A Um, no, I mean, not that I can think of but if I
think of something I will let you know.

Q Sure. Going into the time in which the
conversation concludes with you and your neighbors and the
time that you're about to go back into home and watch over
the children, did you see Mr. Clifton again?

A Um, I don't, I don't recall, you know, the next
thing I remember was he was in the car.

0 Okay.

A And then I was and then, you know, I don't know
how long it took for the officers to get there to take the

statement but that was the next thing that kind of was the
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situation how it moved on.

Q Okay, and then once you got back to your home,
what did you do?

A Once I got back to my house, I don't know. I
mean, I don't recall anything specific.

Q More so did you have any further involvement in
this instance? Did you have to provide a statement to law
enforcement, did you --

A Oh, no, I did not. I did not provide a
statement to the officers no, I did not.

Q Do you know if you were asked to provide a
statement by law enforcement?

A Yeah, it was either, the officers were inside
the Krnjaich -- their house when I was there and I think
they had asked me, you know, T believe they asked me where
I was and but they didn't follow up with a statement after
that, no.

Q Okay, and would you have provided a statement if
you were asked?

A Yeah, sure, of course.

Q As it relates to what you testified to today, do
you know if your statement at all would have been any
different to what you testified to today?

A I don't know because I would have recalled a lot

more, a lot more of the details back then, you know, it
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was again, it was, I didn't learn really what was going on
until I was inside the house across the street so I don't,
I'm sure I would have had more details for sure, yes.

Q Okay. When you said inside the house across the
street, 1s that Michael and Amanda Krnjaich?

A Yeah, vyeah.

Q And do you recall who else was present in that
home with you at that time-?

A At that time there was a couple of people that
came in and out but I don't know who and when. Um, again
my -- their oldest seemed to understand a little bit more
about what was going on then the youngest of their two
boys and so, you know, I just, that was kind of my role to
get him distracted so.

0 Okay, so T guess I must have misunderstood when
you said you were distracting the kids. I thought you
meant you were talking about your own children.

Can you clarify that for me?

A Yeah, sure so they have two young boys that were
of course out there during the incident, they were pretty
scared and especially the oldest because I think he
understood a little bit more of the danger and so he was,
he was pretty shaken so I was just trying to keep them
away from -- because when they see officers they, you

know, that means something to a kid and so then T was just
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trying to keep them separate from the officers speaking to
Mike and Amanda.

Q Okay, now during your time in Mike and Amanda
Krnjaiches home and it sounds like an obvious question but
were they were discussing what had just happened with each
other that you overheard?

A Again, I wouldn't -- all the details I know I
have said that's all I can remember at this time is, I
mean, there was a lot more specifics I'm sure that they
talked about that I did overhear but I don't remember any
more than the general pieces that I kind of —--

Q So generally what you testified to today as it
relates to what you learned about the incident is that
something that you learned through Mike and Amanda

Krnjaich at the time in which you were in their home?

A That's correct.

0 Okay, now after law enforcement arrived, what
did you do?

A Um, again, I was —-- that whole time I was with

the kids. As soon as the officers left, um, then of
course I went home and again my wife and I also discussed
this incident and I mean that was kind of it until things
progressed as they have.

Q And over the course of your somewhat limited

involvement in this incident, have there been any
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discrepancies between the stories that you have been told
and the information you have learned from different
parties?

A Not one that I can think of, no.

0 And other than what you have testified to today,
has any of my questions or anything that we discussed
jogged your memory about anything that you would want to
add as a part of your testimony today?

A Um, no, sir.

Q Is there anything that you can think of that you
have been asked and answers that you have provided that

you now want the opportunity to correct or clarify or

change?
A No, sir.
0 Okay. One of those, speak now or forever hold

your peace moments, anything else for me?

A No, no, I mean again I wish this -- if this was
something again a year, a year and a half ago than T
probably would be able to give more detail but that's, I'm
afraid that if I say "x" then it's, you know, my memory
wouldn't be as accurate as they should be so.

MR. FALLS: Well, I appreciate your testimony
today. That's all I have for you.
MR. SARABTA: No questions.

MR. FALLS: So this is the time where the court
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reporter would ask whether or not you would like to
read or waive and essentially what that means is the
court reporter may at a time be asked to prepare your
testimony in the form of a transcript. If you were
to elect to read that, you would be responsible for
scheduling a time to go to the court reporter's
office, read through their testimony that they took
down and provide notes on what you believe was
incorrect or any €rrors.

That information that you relay would be a
part of the preparation of the transcript but it
wouldn't actually change the transcript. Just your
notes about what you believed were errors or
something that needs to be changed would be taken
down however; you also have the opportunity to do
what is called waive and in that instance you can
say well, I don't want to go down to the court
reporter's office and read and review their
transcript of the testimony today but you would
still have the opportunity to review your testimony
in the future if a transcript is created and you're
asked to testify in the future you would have the
opportunity to review that transcript before any
further testimony.

THE WITNESS: I waive, please.
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MR. FALLS: All right, that takes care of that.
STIPULATTION
It was thereupon stipulated and agreed by

and among counsel present for the respective parties

that reading and signing of the deposition was waived.

THEREUPON, THE TAKING OF THE DEPOSITION WAS

CONCLUDED AT 1:52 p.m.
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CERTIFICATE
STATE OF FLORIDA )
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH)

I, Colleen M. Merritt, Associate Court Reporter
for the Circuit Court of the Thirteenth Judicial
Circuit of the State of Florida, in and for
Hillsborough County,

DO HEREBY CERTIFY that I was authorized to and
did, through the undersigned Reporter, report in
shorthand the proceedings and evidence in the
above-styled cause, as stated in the caption hereto,
and that the foregoing pages, numbered 1 to ’
inclusive, constitute a true and correct
transcription of said Reporter's shorthand report of

said proceedings and evidence.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand

in the City of Tampa, County of Hillsborough, State

of Florida, this ninth day of September, 2024.

Colleen M. Merritt
Commission #HH239833
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